

A FAIR CROWD

Tortworth Court Antiques & Fine Art Fair
26th – 28th February 2010

Furniture triumphed again at The Antiques Dealers Fair Limited’s launch of The Luxury Antiques Weekend at Tortworth Court, Wotton-under-Edge, Gloucestershire from 26-28 February 2010.  Each morning the fair was packed, enjoying a buying buzz with visitors pouring into the fair from as far away as London, Wales and the South West.  Just under 2,000 people attended the fair and Help for Heroes, the fair’s charity, collected an astonishing £1,363.99.   John Noott of Broadway’s John Noott Galleries remarked that there was ‘a quite extraordinary turnout for a first fair’.  

Guy Dennler Antiques & Interiors enjoyed significant sales throughout the weekend, selling a George III mahogany pedestal desk for just under £10,000 and a pair of George III demi-lune card tables for a similar price on the opening morning.  Sales continued to new and existing clients throughout the weekend culminating in a post fair sale with a gentleman buying a George III mahogany wing chair.  

Continuing on the furniture roll, Freshfords Fine Art of Bath were very impressed with the calibre of people attending and the huge potential the fair offers and they could not praise the organisation higher.  Sales included an 18th century Sheraton card table for £3,500, a small Regency rosewood bookcase as well as a post fair sale.

Melody Antiques enjoyed sales throughout the fair including a South Walian oak pot board and rack, c1760, for around £3,000 and a set of country spindleback chairs to a local lady for her second home in Cumbria.  Then on the Sunday afternoon Mike Melody received a telephone call from a couple in Buckinghamshire who had been to the fair earlier and decided to buy the most expensive piece on the stand – a small  oak dresser, c1720, for around £7,000.  

Within the first two and a half hours of opening Carlton Clocks had sold three pieces, two of which were to new customers including a 19th century Swedish giltwood striking wall clock, carved from limewood and plaster, for £1,525.  A final sale of a longcase clock was made on his way home from the fair.

Other dealers who were pleased with business included Catherine Hunt Oriental Art who was very upbeat about the fair.  A newcomer to The Antiques Dealers Fair Limited outfit, she thoroughly enjoyed the whole experience and sold across the board – Chinese silks, good quality Chinese porcelain and a rare rank badge which was Catherine’s personal favourite – with prices ranging from £20 up to a few thousand.  

Commenting on the fair, Haynes Fine Art of Broadway said they found exhibiting at such a well-promoted, high quality provincial event was just as important as standing at the major London fairs, and at a very affordable level. 

A lady from Hampshire complimented the fair organiser saying, ‘This is the best fair I have been to in a long time and we visit fairs all the time.  The quality and presentation are outstanding.  We have come from Hampshire, having read about the 
fair in an antiques magazine and have bought a picture from Baron Fine Art and are looking forward to visiting the next new fair at Botleigh Grange in April’.

A Cotswold Life reader won the prize draw of a night’s stay at the Four Pillars Tortworth Court Hotel.
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Notes to editors:

FUTURE ANTIQUES DEALERS FAIR LIMITED’S FAIRS IN 2010: 

Friday 12 – Sunday 14 March 2010

Luxury Antiques Weekend at Linden Hall, Longhorsley, near Morpeth,  Northumberland NE65 8XF  www.lindenhallfair.com
*Friday 23 – Sunday 25 April 2010

The Botleigh Grange Antiques and Fine Art Fair, Grange Road, Hedge End, Southampton, Hampshire SO30 2GA  www.botleighgrangefair.com
*Friday 17 – Sunday 19 September 2010

Luxury Antiques Weekend at Stapleford Park, Stapleford, near Melton Mowbray, Leicestershire  LE14 2EF  www.staplefordparkfair.com
Friday 8  – Sunday 10 October 2010

The Esher Hall Antiques and Fine Art Fair, Sandown Park Racecourse, Esher, Surrey  KT10 9AJ   www.esherhallfair.com
*Friday 5 – Sunday 7 November 2010

Luxury Antiques Weekend at Tankersley Manor, Church Lane, Tankersley, Barnsley, South Yorkshire S75 3DQ  www.tankersleymanorfair.com
* new event for 2010



















































